THE WASA KINGS
flag, a horsetail, and a mirror as signs of their worth.
They had their own elective council, to which alone they
owed allegiance ; and as they drew pay from the Polish
Diet as soldiers, their independent position disturbed the
Polish nobles not a litde. Whenever possible the Diet
withheld their pay, and otherwise treated them with
surprising lack of consideration. They were first-class
fighting material, and better disposed to the Poles than
to the Tatars, whose border raids they repelled, or the
Turks, whose seaports they plundered for the benefit
of the Polish merchants.
Among this people there now arose a man with a
grievance, Bohdan Chmielnicki. His farm had been
burned and his infant son slain by a Polish noble; and
he could obtain no redress. Before the king himself
it had been shown that he had no right to own land;
and the king was not able to help him. But Wladislaw
put a sword in his hand, and told him," You are a soldier
now," and Bohdan served in his army. Later he joined
the Cossacks, and became their Hetman, and a thorn in
the side of the Turks. The relations that existed between
this man and the king can with difficulty be defined. It
is established that Wladislaw in the kter years of his
reign received emissaries from the Cossacks, and that the
sudden junction of Bohdan and a band of Tatars did not
disturb the king as seriously as might have been expected.
Potocki marched out to meet them, and was defeated at
Korsun in 1648; and the news had hardly reached
Poland when Wladislaw died. In 1650 another victory
was won by Bohdan at Pikwice, during the reign of
John Casimir.
Then began a reign of terror in the Ukraine. The
Cossacks showed by unimaginable cruelties how real was
their hate for the Polish nobles. The latter sought refuge
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